between nature and culture (a central principle of Greek geography), allowing for the expansion of a hitherto unparalleled politeia or political culture, understood in a broad sense, throughout the recently conquered western Mediterranean. From ancient times, the region recorded its laws and history in verse (in contrast to other Iberians, who used writing but were illiterate, Strab. 3.1.6), implying a level of 'political organization' and 'historical consciousness' , which increased gradually over time, leading to the successful development of urbanism, the economy and culture, later to be encountered and reinforced by the Romans, with Gades as the region's paradigmatic city (Strab. 3.5.3). According to Strabo, Turdetania was the most prosperous territory of the oecumene ( Strab. 3.1.6; 3.2.15), due to the combination of: optimal natural conditions (the balanced mix of farming resources in the valley, sea wealth and mining activity in the mountains, Strab. 3.2.6 to 9); communications (a spacious river structuring the entire territory, Strab. 3.2.3 to 5, and a close knit network of cities and river and sea ports, later expanded by Roman roads, Strab. 3.2.1-2); and the character of the Turdetanians.4 All the other lands in Iberia (from the coast of the Spanish Levant to those recently conquered by Augustus in the Cantabrian mountains, including the Celtiberian or Vaccean plateaus, Lusitania and Gallaecia), required, to a greater or lesser extent, some kind of Roman intervention to overcome the obstacles posed by barbarianism and the contradictions caused by varying degrees of civilizing development (cf. Strab. 3.4.20) . Faced with the isolation caused by dispersed populations and a mountainous geography, the Romans grouped the natives into new cities along well communicated valleys (Strab. 3.3.5; 3.4.9).5 In order to dominate the wild character of some communities, these had to be defeated and pacified (Strab. 3.4.5; 3.4.17) . All were forced to adopt cultivated lifestyles (Strab. 3.3.5; . So as to overcome the poverty inherent to ways of life based on plunder and warfare, communities were organized around large urban centres, which distributed and consumed the products of agriculture, herding and commerce. The history of these territories began with the Roman conquest;6 that of Turdetania, on the other hand, was traced to the times of Heracles, when the Greeks and Phoenicians navigated its coastline, constituting the seed of its civilization.7 4
Castro Páez in this same volume. 5
Cf. Strab. 3.4.13 regarding the discussion between Polybius and Posidonius on the extension of inland cities in the Iberian world before the arrival of Rome. Contrary to them, Strabo believed the existence of urban centres in the Celtiberian world before the arrival of Rome was not possible. 6
Ciprés Torres 2012. 7
For the barbarian / civilization 'opposition' found in Strabo's work, see: Dandrow 2017, 113-124; Vliet 2003, 257-272. Especially: Cruz Andreotti and Ciprés Torres 2011, 199-213;  
